
One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let 
every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.

—  Romans 14:5  —

Origin of the Holidays

Etymology of Easter

Easter is related to the word Ishtar. The same way all language is related. It goes back to the tower of 
Babel and the confusion of languages. Easter comes from the Germanic name for their spring goddess 
Eostre. The Old English version is Eastre. The only difference is the spelling. Etymology does not jump
from one word to the next. It is a long process of time and mixing of people. All the spring goddesses 
are the same demon in different languages. Today she is Gaia or Mother Earth or even the Statue of 
Liberty, which is Diana Lucifera. Is it just coincidence that Easter and Ishtar are both names for a 
mother, fertility, sex, spring, dawn, and moon goddess?

The myth of Ishtar and Tammuz goes all the way back through history. The same myth is told in 
different languages by different people. Easter, Eostre, Oster, Ishtar, Istar, Astar, Astarte are all the same
thing. It is the mother goddess. Paul had issues with the cult of Diana, which is the same goddess by 
another name. In Egypt she was Isis. In the Bible she is Ashtaroth. In Catholicism she is Mary. Why the
King James translators chose Easter for pascha in Acts 12:4, I do not know. Every other instance of 
pascha in the New Testament was translated Passover. If Luke was referring to the pagan spring 
festival, it seems he would have used the Greek name for their festival, "Anthesteria", instead of 
pascha. We can kind of see the word easter in there.

God Warns Against Pagan Worship

Does it really matter how we worship God? God told the Israelites how not to worship Him in 
Deuteronomy.

Deuteronomy 12:29-32  When the LORD thy God shall cut off the nations from before 
thee, whither thou goest to possess them, and thou succeedest them, and dwellest in their
land; Take heed to thyself that thou be not snared by following them, after that they be 
destroyed from before thee; and that thou inquire not after their gods, saying, How did 
these nations serve their gods? even so will I do likewise. Thou shalt not do so unto 
the LORD thy God: for every abomination to the LORD, which he hateth, have they 
done unto their gods; for even their sons and their daughters they have burnt in the fire 
to their gods. What thing soever I command you, observe to do it: thou shalt not add 
thereto, nor diminish from it.

The Israelites were attracted to the religions and rituals of their neighboring nations. Time and time 
again they were found worshiping pagan gods and practicing pagan methods of worship. Time and time
again they were punished for their obstinacy.

Ezekiel 8:12-18  Then said he unto me, Son of man, hast thou seen what the ancients of 
the house of Israel do in the dark, every man in the chambers of his imagery? for they 
say, The LORD seeth us not; the LORD hath forsaken the earth. He said also unto me, 
Turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations that they do. Then he 



brought me to the door of the gate of the LORD’s house which was toward the north; 
and, behold, there sat women weeping for Tammuz. Then said he unto me, Hast thou 
seen this, O son of man? Turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations 
than these. And he brought me into the inner court of the LORD’s house, and, behold, at 
the door of the temple of the Lord, between the porch and altar, were about five and 
twenty men, with their backs toward the temple of the LORD, and their faces 
toward the east: and they worshipped the sun toward the east. Then he said unto 
me, Hast thou seen this, O son of man? is it a light thing to the house of Judah that they 
commit the abominations which they commit here? for they have filled the land with 
violence, and have returned to provoke me to anger: and, lo, they put the branch to their 
nose. Therefore will I also deal in fury: mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity:
and though they cry in mine ears with a Loud voice, yet will I not hear them.

Why will He not hear them? Speaking of the nation of Israel under King Solomon, I Kings 11:33 says,

Because that they have forsaken me, and have worshipped Ashtoreth the goddess of the 
Zidonians, Chemosh the god of the Moabites, and Milcom the god of the children of 
Ammon, and have not walked in my ways, to do that which is right in mine eyes, and to 
keep my statutes and my judgments, as did David his father.

Cycles of Nature

Like people today, the ancient Israelites worshiped a diversity of gods with various beliefs, traditions, 
and rituals. As mentioned in the previous texts, two of their favorite deities were the god, Tammuz, and 
the goddess, Ashtoreth. These two were known throughout the ancient world by various names. 
Tammuz was also known as Dumuzzi, Baal, Osiris, and Adonis. Ashtoreth was known as Astarte, Astar,
Ishtar, Isis, and Aphrodite. Today we would call her mother earth or mother nature. These religions 
were all concerned with nature.

Life, for people of the ancient world, depended on the continuity and predictability of the cycles of 
nature. Modern man takes for granted the control these powers hold over our survival. We live by the 
paycheck and trust that the super center will supply whatever we need. The ancients were farmers and 
hunters totally reliant on the whims of nature. Therefore, their gods and their religions evolved out of 
their dependence on the powers of nature.

The god, Tammuz, and the goddess, Ishtar, are depicted as the personification of the powers of nature. 
Their myth is told in relation to the changing of the seasons. Tammuz was the sun god and the god of 
vegetation. He brought life to the plant world in spring and summer. In the fall of the year, around the 
end of October, Tammuz would die. Ezekiel 8:14 states, “there sat women weeping for Tammuz.” 
Plants and vegetation died. Leaves fell from the trees as if they were dead. Ishtar was the moon goddess
and goddess of fertility. Soon after the death of Tammuz, Ishtar descended into the underworld to 
search for Tammuz, her lost lover. Having found him, they would return together in spring, and life 
would be renewed. Ezekiel 8:16 says, “about five and twenty men, with their backs toward the temple 
of the LORD, and their faces toward the east; and they worshiped the sun toward the east.”

The ancients held religious holy days or holidays to commemorate these events. They lamented the 
death of Tammuz in the fall of the year. The trappings of our modern Halloween evolved from ancient 
rituals deploring the death of Tammuz.
His return was anticipated in the dead of winter. They chose the winter solstice, near the end of 
December, for this holiday. From this point, the days gradually become longer until spring finally 
arrives. Anything that remained green year round was brought indoors to adorn the temples and homes, 
a reminder that life would return in spring.



The long winter was climaxed by a celebration of spring. Ishtar had found her lost lover. The people 
faced the east and worshiped Tammuz, the sun god, as he was resurrected over the eastern horizon.

Christianity Perverted by Paganism

God called these practices abomination. Yet, to this day, we continue to practice these same holidays 
with many of the same traditions and symbols. We have symbols of death on Halloween, the greenery 
of Christmas with baubles decorating evergreens to symbolize fruit, and symbols of fertility on Easter. 
Rabbits, being prolific breeders, and eggs were common fertility symbols.

Easter has not evolved far from Ishtar, the virgin mother goddess of Babylon. Our word, for the 
direction east, comes from Easter. Many churches today have sunrise service on Easter Sunday. The 
congregation gathers outdoors, facing the east, to watch the sunrise.

There are many stories in the Bible recounting the idolatry of the Israelites. Has Christianity followed 
in their footsteps? Deuteronomy 12:30-31 says, 

...How did these nations serve their gods? even so will I do likewise. Thou shalt not do 
so unto the LORD thy God:...

How did Christianity come to adopt the trappings and traditions of pagan nature worship?

Easter always falls on Sunday, or the day of the sun god. For Easter Sunday, we might as well say 
Ishtar Sun Day. For the resurrection of the Son of God, we might as well say the resurrection of the sun
god. For the virgin mother of the Son of God, we might as well say the virgin mother goddess.

All of these things predated the birth of Christ by thousands of years. These pagan rituals have been 
practiced annually and perpetually since the days when the earth began to be repopulated after the 
flood. Rather than converting pagans to Christ, Christianity became perverted by paganism. The people
were allowed to keep their religious traditions. They replaced the names of their gods with the name of 
Christ.

Psalm 96:4-5  For the LORD is great, and greatly to be praised: he is to be feared above all gods. For 
all the gods of the nations are idols: but the LORD made the heavens.

1 Corinthians 8:4-6  …, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none other God 
but one. For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many,
and lords many,) But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and 
one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him.

James 1:27  Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.

John 4:23-24  But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in 
spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship 
him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

Only Jesus Saves
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